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representative system was ousted from the position
which, up to that time it had succeeded in main-
taining. Rural-Basle was the first to break through
the barriers which the authorities had succeeded in
raising, with the result that the people became really
and effectively sovereign.

The veto of 1832 was suppressed, as being an in-
stitution that was out of date. Its place was taken
by the compulsory referendum and the papular
initiative. " No law or important decree can come
into force without having been approved by the
referendum; and, furthermore, any 1500 electors
have the right of provoking a vote of the people
at any time on the question of the repeal or amend-
ment of a law in force" (Constitution of the 6th
of May 1863). This was the greatest advance that
had as yet been made by any canton towards direct
legislation by the people.

A few years after, Zurich, Berne, Solothurn,
Thurgau, and Aargau, within a few months of each
other, followed the example of Rural-Basle, and
adopted the compulsory referendum; while all ex-
cept Berne adopted the popular initiative. At Berne
the Radical majority had voted subsidies to new
railways which had exceeded the ordinary revenue
of the state. The Conservative minority thereupon
urged the adoption of the financial referendum, think-
ing that it might put a stop to any increase of the
deficit. The radical Democrats cleverly managed to
excite both parties in such a manner that a race
for popular favour took place between them, and*
neither Radicals nor Conservatives would let them-
selves be outdone by the other in proving the